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Some men there are, I have known such, who think 
That the two worlds—the seen and the unseen ; 
The world of matter, and the world of spirit— 
Are like the hemispheres upon our maps, 
And touch each other only at a point. 
But these two worlds are not divided thus, 
Save for the purposes of common speech ; 
They form one globe, in which the parted seas 
All flow together, aud are intermingled, 
While the great continents remain distinct. 
— Longfellow, 


THE WATCH TOWER PAPERS.—No. 4 
UPON THE DECAY OF SPIRITUALISM. 

Tne progress of all movements is like unto the rise and fall 
of ocean tides. High and low, ebb and flow, appear as the 
appointed order, Ignoring this almost universal experience, 
critics outside our cause,and croakers within, are to be found 
roundly asserting: ‘ Spiritualism is dying, its usefulness is 
exhausted, its virility is spent.” 

Aye! truly, we are in a parlous state. The press has almost 
ceased to taunt us, the pulpit to curse us, and the average 
witling does not often flesh his fangs in our sore sides. We 
are little heard of, less abused, and more generally left alone 
in peace, therefore we are dead or dying ! 

But, urge Messrs Critic and Croaker, where are the 
public mediums, the wonderful phenomena, that were at one 
time so plentiful? Does Spiritualism rest upon public 
mediumship and public phenomena retailed at so much per 
head? By no means. Such were essentials at one period, 
it may be, but those things were only the advance guard, a 
call to arms, an awakening of the sleepers. There has never 
been a tithe, hardly, of the professional phenomena in this 
country that there has been, say, in the United States, partly 
owing to legal difficulties, but mainly owing to the fact that 
domestic Spiritualism has taken so deep a hold upon our 
people, that the private circle and phenomena have to a 
great extent rendered their public correlatives largely un- 
necessary, ‘Truly, we must be decaying, for private circles 
are dotted like starry gems all through the kingdom, and 
private media exist by hundreds. That they prefer to remain 
in privacy and to escape the rude jests, coarse sneers, 


and cruel slanders of our critics, or the unwise attention of 
our phenomenalists, is possibly not to be wondered at, but in 
such case there is surely small blame to them. 

Judged by our public representation we are surely a-dying, 
for we have only one hundred and forty-two meeting places 
open every panday where Spiritualism is preached or pre- 
sented by as many 


lecturers, and, in a considerable number 


after a false report of his demise: “ Well, you are pretty 
lively for a corpse and no mistake !” 
šrethren and sisters, we have just crossed the threshold 
of a new year, our cause is for most of us within measurable 
distance of its jubilee, let us ask ourselves in sober earnest- 
ness, are we each doing the best to make use of the splendid 
wealth of materials that lie ready to our hands? Do we 
waste any time, or strength, or effort, over vain bickerings, 
or over idle fault findings? Are we deaf to the whispers of 
the angels? Apathetic of our plain duties? At times, 
being only human, it may be so. Let us lay all like things 
aside. Let there be more of praise for service done, and less 
of blame for shortcomings. Recognise all honest efforts and 
sustain all sincere workers. Let us strive to be loving, kind, 
truly just, fraternally helpful, liberal and progressive as our 
Spiritualism surely admonishes us to be, then there will be 
no possibility of our cause decaying, for our life will be its 
life, and we shall truly “ walk hand in hand with angels.” 
But if we fail in our duties, then shall we in sorrow see the 
blight arise and poison the wheat we have helped to grow. 
But let us always remember that in movements, as in fami- 
lies, a man’s worst enemies are ever those of his own house- 
hold! Let us strive to keep our house free from the secret 
foes that may turn and rend us, in repayment for the aid 
and comfort expended upon their behalf. SENTINEL. 


— 


MEDIUMSHIP. 


| Tux subject of Mediumship is one which requires thought, 
investigation, and discussion, with a view to learning all the 
facts pertaining to it, and the principles which underlie the 
different classes of mediumistic phenomena. To promote 
this object, the ReligioPhilosophical Journal invites all who 
are able and feel disposed to contribute to such a discussion, 

! to send for publication in its columns short articles giving 
the results of their experience and study relating to any of 
the following questions :— 

1. What are the physical peculiarities which accompany 
mediumship? 

2. What are the mental peculiarities which accompany 
mediumship ? 

3. Does moral character affect mediumship ? 

4. Does the exercise of mediumistic power affect 
character? If so, favourably or unfavourably? 

5. To what extent does or may the mind of the medium 
and of other persons present modify and colour the com- 
munications received ? 

6, Is an entirely uncoloured communication—one that 
gives the exact thought and expression of the communicating 
spirit—possible ? 

7. Are there any means by which can be determined how 
much is or may be due to the mind of the medium and to 
the medium’s surroundings ? 

8. nas kind of mediumship is the best proof of spirit 


ah 
= t new truths have been given to the world through 
mediumship since the advent of modern Spiritualism 1 

10. Does scepticism regarding Spiritualism in the minds 


of persons present at a séance generally affect the medium 
and manifestations ¢ 


11. Is the practice of mediumship for a living generally 
desirable? 


|. 12, Is the pareloneosht of mediumship in private 
s desirable ? 


oe be used for worldly purposes, 
| interests 
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STRAY THOUGHTS. 
Br James Bronte. 


“Come, now, let us reason togathor.” 
Waes talking with a lady last evening we mutually agreed 
that the Spiritualistic movement of this country is lacking 
culture. “No doubt,” said my lady friend, “there is much 
talk, of a sort, Sunday after Sunduy, but how much tends 
to make people feel better, or determine to become better 
and wiser? There is n considerable amount of preaching at 
people, but the preacher too often fails to give point to the 
discourse with forca of example.” From my experience I 
was bound to admit that these strictures were, unfortunately, 
too well-founded, but I desired to know what means could 
be adopted to alter matters, as most people could on occasion 
act as critic, but very few could suggest a way of amend- 
ment. My lady friend made a variety of suggestions ; some 
were possibly practical, some—well, some were—suggestions. 
She ig eae a Spiritualist Reading Union, and the 
Editor of The Two Worlds to bo its president and directing 
genius, The practical side of the suggestion was, that the 
Editor, say once per month, could select some cheap book, 
which the whole union would procure, read it, and then write 
a few ideas suggested by its perusal and send them to the 
president, and at the end of the month be would give us an 
article in The Two Worlds reviewing the subject and the 
nt ip, and making such comments in the way of 
i gement or suggestion as may be required. This 
‘seemed to me feasible and serviceable. The next move is, 
will the Editor accept and who will become members? 
_ Onr next idea was the delivery of special lectures on 
i week evenings on the various topics directly belonging to our 
movement, in our many meeting-rooms, by capable persons, 
p They could be followed by discussion or experiment. The. 
E whester Spiritualist Debating Society was instanced as a 
illustration of the idea up to a certain point, but 
en this came in for severe strictures on account of its lack 
practical application. For instance, we have clairvoyants, 
| Could not lectures be given upon these 
ho have the gifts, or who understand suffi- 
t k with certainty, and then for a few 


much power to attruct outsiders, Mes- 
erence, and many other subjects are 
to study and explanation. 
$ | about and facts given—say 
tography, slate-writing, &c.—all 
much to Jearn and too little known. 
iatters, My lady friend thought 
ies for mediums’ 
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which they are interested that would, if spoken upon, interest 
others. .The field of culture is wide, and there is much 
room for improvement in our midst. Surely the “spoken 
word" has not lost its eflicacy! Carlyle tells us that no one 
has greater influence than the orator. Then why. have we 
not more cultured normal speakers? Is it beeduse our 
subjects are often too uncanny to attract thinkers, and not 
suthciently belonging to questions of the day t Then we had 
better look deeper and wider and see if we are not all brothers 
in necessities and rights, and if we are not, then here is the 
theme for the normal speakers. We are the Labour Church 
and all other reforms combined, seeing that our central 
doctrine, “The brotherhood of man,” affects a// humanity. 
This being so, let us labour for its realisation, and thus 
demonstrate that humanity is wider than one world—nay, 
overruns two. 

[In reference to the proposal made by our esteemed 
correspondent we are willing to co-operate in any way 
possible in regard to the proposed Reading Union. The 
idea seemsa good one. Letters and suggestions from those 
willing to join should be marked “Reading Union,” aud 
addressed to 734, Corporation Street. It is worth while 


considering whether our movement offers a field for 
thoughtful, cultured, and capable speakers. There are 
who would, no doubt, be will- 


many competent men 
ing to espouse and advocate our cause were they sure of 


sufficient support and remuneration. Could we offer Mr, 
Hopps, for instance, such inducements as would warrant 
him in becoming, if he were so disposed, an avowed Spiri- 
tualist lecturer} Such men cannot be expected to take our 
platforms unless they can be assured of adequate recom- 


pense. | 
$a — 


TWO VIEWS OF SPIRITUALISM: 


[The following letters are so typical of the conflict between old 
orthodoxy and the new Spiritual dispensation, that we gladly give place 
to them. The first ably embodies the thoughta and feelings of many 
enquirers, and Mr. Hewee's reply is a clear presentation of the case for 
rational and progressive Spiritualism.) 

Dear Mr, Hewes,—I have read “Heaven Revised,” as 
promised; I have also studied “Scenes in the Summer 


discussion, some three or four practical | Land,” by A. J. Davis; and lastly, the ‘Religion of 
This idea was much admired and | Spiritualism,” by Samuel Watson, for 36 years a Methodist 


minister, What is contained in this latter volume I can in 

the main accept. I find, however, in my reading, that there 

are two kinds of Spiritualism—or rather two schools of 

thought—vyiz., one (which I approve) which uses Spiritualism 

to explain and elucidate the principles of Christianity ; the 

other is what I term an iconoclastic Spiritualism, which aimi 

at uprooting the Christianity of the Bib‘e, and relies for itt 

support entirely on the information that spirits have com 

municated as to the future life, This latter I cannot accept, 

or in my reading and researches I find that the information 

given from the spirit world is just in proportion to the 
attainments and moral condition of the spirit while on earth. 

‘Thus the individual in earth life who was pious, learned, and 
spiritually minded is able to give more information than the 
frivolous, useless, selfish individual, who neither thought nor 
ing about a future state. 

can learn, the gist of Spiritualistic teaching is 
ke w of recompense. Thus, * Whatsoever a man sows 
that shall he also reap,” and his life in the future state will 
1 n to what it was in earth life. This is 


mental teaching of Christianity, ns 1 understand — 
all,” ignored by some Spiritualists, 1 cannot 
nd on what their belief aa For instance— 


t 
W 


January 13, 1893. THE TWO WORLDS. 


historical events, and why not when relating to Jesus? The 
fact is, if we refuse to believe history, every event of the | 
past must go, and only those things actually seen obtain 
credence, J do not mention the testimony of the Evangelists 
(although it stands on a rock), as some might say it was to 
their interest to believe. 

I cannot accept as final what the spirits have commu- 
nicated in regard to the future life. ‘They tell us only as 
far as their knowledge goes; and one would imagine that 
their testimony would be precisely the same, Tt is, however, 
very different. The future life is eternally progressive, L 
think, and what a spirit tells me to-day he would be able to 
declare still more in, say, ten years. 

While I accept, with gladness, the doctrine of Spiritual 
Communion (which I have never doubted), brought nearer 
by Christian Spiritualism, I cannot throw away my belief in 
the teachings of the Old Book (the auchor of the soul), 
which will continue to guide millions to the eternal city, and 
under the influence of which the most unselfish, disinterested 
services have been performed to mankind. In my opinion 
the Bible (and no Christian, I think, will say otherwise), is 
only a partial revelation, but quite sufficient, if we admit 
and follow its teachings, to make us live pure and holy 
lives, and do our duty to God and humanity; and Spiritual- 
ism, in its best form and brightest phase, attempts no mure, 

I believe as the laws of science are developed and, con- 
sequently, better understood, instead of Science being 


opposed to the Bible, she will throw a greater light, and will | consequent upon a bad life here, must be saved hy outside 
demonstrate, beyond the possibility of a doubt, that the | means; that he cannot save himself. 


I decidedly disagree ; 
Divine Being did speak to man, and that the Sacred | first, because the testimony of those who have the experience 
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Biblical etaternents—it is too great a subject—but I honestly 
say this, that one who studies the Bible with an open and 
unbiassed mind, cannot fail in deciding its human origin; if 
it were otherwise, there could not possibly be one error 
found, Undoubtedly many of these writers were inspired, 
but inspired by whom’? People, in their ignorance and 
superstition, havo decided long ago that these halfcivilised 
pevple, roaming over a portion of this speck in the universe, 
were actually in daily communication with The Supreme | 
The Unknowable!! and that “He” commanded these semi- 
barbarians to slaughter and devastate all they came in 
contact with—as much the “children of God” as were the 
Israelites, Adultery, and all that is vile, was commanded 
by this God.of theirs, No, my friend, I cannot think the 
Supreme Being has ever been in communication with the 
insignificant puny creatures of this still undeveloped planet; 
if so, jt is more likely to be in the present, when we are a 
little nearer perfection, than were those savage, bloodthirsty, 
intolerant Jews. Yon ask, then, who did inspire them? 
Exalted spirits, in some cases ; but in many instances, plainly 
they were spirits with Jewish sympathies and interests at 
heart. 

- Unless you recognise the law of evolution, I am afraid the 
testimony of spirits will not agree with your own opinions, 
which, after all, can only be theories; while they speak of 
what they know, 


Yon think that a spirit consigned to a miserable state, 


Writings are the words of Eternal Truth. 
I will conclude in the words of a writer whom I love— 


“Scio cut credidi” — Believe me to remain, yours faithfully, 
December 11th, 1892. 


of the after life denies it; second, because it is apparent in 
this world that each of us can rise towards an ideal—that 
continued effort means continual progress, and the higher 
the planes of thought aud conduct we reach the higher are 
our ideals—they are always in advance. As this is natural 
to us here, it is natural to us after we have thrown off this 
clogging earth-bound form of matter, with its earthly 
tendencies ; in fact, freed from these compromising condi- 
tions, progress is far easter in the world of spirit than here, 

With regard to the so-called miracles of Jesus—many 
are performed at the present day. As to raising the dead— 
if the Bible says he did, I decline to believe it unless I can 
have batter testimony; it is not testimony to me, seeing the 
origin of the collection of writings we call the Bible. 

There are many points suggested by your thoughtful 
letter, but I must not prolong what I am afraid will already 
tire you in reading. I must again say, however, that you 
are not orthodox; if you were you could not say that the 
“Bible is only a partial revelation!” I agree with your 


Dean Mr. R.,—You are correct in your conclusion, that 
there is a Christian Spiritualism, and also one that is 
antagonistic to orthodox Christianity, I said nothing to you 
of this, knowing that you would find it out for yourself by 
reading; at the same time, you could not fail to notice, from 
the little I said about Christianity, that the two religions 
could not logically agree. I remember remarking that your 
Christianity was nof orthodox; that it was in advance, and 
more liberal than the Christianity that has been before the 
world for many centuries. 

True, the number of advanced thinkers is rapidly 
increasing, but there is a new Christianity which does not 
materially differ from other and older religions which have 
had nothing to do with Jesus of Nazareth. 


Briefly—judging your position from what has been taught | statement, certainly, but it is heretical. 
as Christianity for hundreds of years (from the fourth century) In conclusion, the Bible has been a stepping-stone to 


you are a Aeretic, my friend, and would have been burnt as | many in the path of mental and moral development, and, na 
such if you had lived in less enlightened times! and what 


has enlightened these times? In my opinion—sSetence. 

Science, from the first, has clashed with religions beliefs (not | at a standstill; that the law of the universe is change, 
with Religion itself), and has, therefore, been opposed by the | development, progress; and that aspiration, intelligence, and 
church ; the church oppressing and putting to death those | goodness are natural to the race, and, sooner or later, must 


who have becu bold enough to state facts, and has always | be manifest,—Yours sincerely, James F, Hewes. 
been the brake on the wheel of progress. oe 


I can SATISFACTORY SEANCES. 


such, must be valued for its services to mankind; but I 
claim that, Bible or no Bible, human progress would not be 


nite understand and sympathise with your reluc- 
i up your faith in the religion of your country, 
fon of your parents, and the religion which has 
Hea ta all that was good und noble in your 


Dean Str,—We have just concluded a most interesting 
Series of meetings, held at my home for materialisation, 
Mr. C. E. Williams being the medium. The meetings were 
instituted by a lady and gentleman and daughter, who were 
very anxious to assure themselves that their sons who had 
| passed into the world of spirits could, either by touch, or iu 

any way demonstrate to their parents the reality of their 
continued existence. ‘This has been realised again and 
again to their great satisfaction, as well as other relatives 
who have shown their well-known faces. Other friends who 


somewhat similarly myself. 


œ Christian religion you do not neces- 
| Religion—far from it; a great many 
mistake, and feel, consequently, that 

darkness,” and cannot be living in 


edh belief i 
i esonts a belief in n 
ity of man, and pi 


Creator, a 


h sitter, so as to blend with that of the medium, that 
ing a most needful condition for the glorious manifesta- 
n it bas been our privilege to enjoy. With pleasure we 
add our names,—Mr. A. Stein, Mrs. A. Stein, Miss A. Stein, 
ij in, Mrs, Mario. Campbell, Mr. J. M. Dale, 
a Caroline Pawley. 
i Fernhead Road, London, W. 
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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF 
SPIRITUALISM, 


By James ROBERTSON. 


MODERN 


SPIRITUALISM IN ENGLAND. 

WHEN Spiritualism was first heard of in this country, of 
course we said “A new Yankee sensation.” Few thought or 
believed it possible that here was a genuine truth, a new 
discovery or revelation, “It must be fraud or folly, for 
science has entirely given the death blow to what is called 
the supernatural. America might swallow this kind of thing, 
but England was too sober-minded to accept anything of 
this nature. We would not have ghosts at any price.” The 
Church did not seem inclined to welcome what looked like 
evidence on its behalf; not a word in its fayour was heard 
in any quarter. True, there had been notices of Davis's 
works; true, reports of séances were reprinted from the 
American jouronls only to be laughed at as beneath the 
notice of cultured people, Christianity was not received in 
harsher form by Rome than was Spiritualism by Christians, 
Not a word was suid in favour of even looking at the subject, 
loud derision was the only way in which it was received. 

The truth has had ofttimes a severe battle, often has it 
been crushed out for long periods only toappear again. No 
severe physical tortures were applied to those who first 
sought to proclaim the message of modern Spiritualism, but 
what was equally cruel was applied, viz., sneers and injustice 
of all kinds, 

The Rochester knockings began in America in 1848. 
Some four years afterwards we had a visit from a Mrs. 
Haydon, a medium whom an English gentleman met in 
America, and who naturally thought his countrymen would 
welcome the evidence of spirit return as he had done, but 
Mrs, Haydon was met with œ storm of ribaldry, persecution, 
and insult from press, pulpit, and college. The poor lady, 
conscious of her own integrity, sought to do all she could to 
mliglen her visitors, but the conditions of insult and 
cruelty were not what is needed by the spirit medium. 
Tennyson had not yet uttered his words :— 

“They can but listen at the gate and hear the household jar within.” 


Mediumship, which in America had satisfied the most 
critical minds, had no chance in London. Scarcely any one 
came with a passive mind, contented to weigh what was 
presented. The direct antagonism which Mrs, Haydon met 
with prevented the loving valuable messages coming with 
which she had been familiar in the course of her medium- 

Here and there were found people who bore testimony 
; of the medium, the excellence of the tests 


I long continued to doubt, and thought the whole a delusion, 

I have been compelled to come to a very different conclusion,” 

He then goes on to tell the story of how his father and 

mother visited him, how he tested their truth by various 
questions, ke. The old warrior, with a calm, deliberative 
spirit of inquiry, had found the light at last, and his auto- 
biography, which was written some two years after, is full of 
grateful and bright references as to his joy, He says: “The 
sum of his whole life-long eudeavour to bless and improve his 
fellow-men paled before that mighty illumination, which 
brought to him, but especially earthly toiling martyrs, the 
assurance of immortality and the certainty of re-union with 
all we have loved and lost on earth in another and better 
world.” 

The followers of Robert Owen were greatly shocked at 
his change of views, and naturally thought his mental powers 
were weakening. His granddaughter has told me when 
coming to this country en route for Naples, where Robert 
Dale Owen had been appointed American minister, they felt 
indeed that he had gone far wrong. 

Robert Dale Owen was one of the leading men in America, 
filling high offices; full of eloquence, sagacity, and daring, 
he came to occupy a position whith has been described as 
Privy Councillor to the Republic. Of great intellectual 
power, he had been for years the high priest of Materialism ; 
he was quoted by all free-thought lecturers and his teachings 
defended. It is not to be wondered at, therefore, that he 
also felt deeply when the gifted father he had loved so well 
lent himself, as he thought, to the new superstition, but, 
strange to say, the same fate soon overtook himself, and his 
Materialism had to vanish before the logic of facts. He had 
been in Naples as American Minister, living in the vague 
unbelief that there are in this world any spiritual agencies 
cognisable by the senses, He had barely heard of the 
knockings in America, and wondered what supreme absurdity 
would follow next. While sitting with some friends the 
subject of automatic writing was brought up, and some things 
were Written that night which staggered him. What might 
have seemed trifling to others excited in him more than 
astonishment. During several hours of silent reflection there 
came over him the indescribable emotion which is felt when 
one first awakens to the possibility that there may be experi- 
mental proof of another life. Ere he slept he had registered 
a vow not to rest till he had proved this possibility to be a 
certainty or a delusion; and how bravely he kept his vow is 
evidenced in his unanswerable volumes, in which is gathered 
together, with great personal research, because to bim 
pointing to the most momentous questions which could 
interest humanity, the fullest evidence that there is a 
spirit world—there is a non-material form of existence, 
No more charming works, from a literary point of view, than 
“Footfalls on the Boundary of Another World” and the 
**Debateable Land” have been penned. 

When Robert Dale Owen, after he had become a Spiri- 
tualist, was introduced to George Eliot she said, “I regard 
him as one of the few men capable of entering into an inquiry 
of this kind without an utter drowning of common-sense.” 

Tt looks like romance that this gifted pair, Robert and 
Robert Dale Owen, strong in intelligence, should have been 
converted to a belief in God and a future life through the 
sneered-at Spiritualism, Has the preaching of all the pulpits 
in all the centuries accomplished so much? And this is but 


one incident in the history of this great movement, 


(To be continued.) 
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THE HAUNTED HOUSE OF BEN'S HOLLOW. 
By “ANITA AND LENNARD.” 


IN THREE PARTS, 


Parr I.—Tue AntIsT's Story. 
Ir was a fow days after our meeting with the pretty girl 
in the church, that on returning to our hotel, we found 
that some friends we bud known in Paris were now in Genoa, 


They had called during our absence, and had left us invitu- 
tions to spend the next evening with them. 


They expected 
a few friends, and there would be some music and dancing. 
Jack accepted at once, as he was fond of parties, and, after 
a slight hesitation, I agreed to go with him, in the hope, 
shall I confess, of meeting again my fair unknown, That we, 
should meet again I felt almost certain, and my one idea was 
to look for her wherever I went, I felt terribly ashamed of 
my folty, but yet I could not keep my thoughts from her 
image, 


The rooms were already crowded when we arrived at the 
Villa Fabrini, whore our friends were staying. Some one 
was playing the violin when we reached the door of the 
salon, so we remained outside till the music ceased, watching 
the groups of guests, and I, for my part, secking for a 
glimpse of the girl whose image so haunted me. 

As my eyes glanced over a group by the window, I 
started und turned pale, for there, indeed, she was, talking to 
a small, dark Italian, who was fanning her gently with her 
fan and looking unutterable things out of his soft, dark eyes. 

This sight made me most unreasonably angry, and I 
determined to get my hostess to introduce me at the earliest 
opportunity, What the music was I do not know, I scarcely 
heard it, I could only think of those two by the window. 

She wore a dress of some soft bluish-grey stuff, with a 
few dark crimson roses which relieved its paleness, and 
became well the delicacy of her complexion. 

Jack had not noticed her yet, and I did not feel anxious 
to point her out. He had just discovered some one he knew, 
and slipped away to speak to him after we had paid our 
respects to our hostess, while I asked Madame de Marteville 
(our friend) to present me to her fair guest, and in a few 
moments L was bowing to her and hearing, as in a dream, 
Madame saying, “ Allow me, Miss Challoner, to present to 
you my friend, Monsieur Richard Harden, an artist of whom 
We expect great things, and who is anxious to make your 
acquaintance.” 

And then I saw Miss Challoner blush, and lift her soft 
grey-blue eyes to mine with an amused expression, as she 
returned my bow, saying— 

“Mr. Harden and I have met before, I believe, though 
we had not the honour of an introduction, and I think I 
have seen his pictures. Are you not the Mr. Harden who 
painted that lovely picture of the ‘ Last Adieux’ in the 
Academy this year?” 

I replied that I was, and that it gave me much pleasure 
to know that she had noticed it, and then we drifted into 
general conversation, and her Italian admirer, feeling him- 
self rather out of his element as he did not speak 
English, had no choice but to retire, leaving me to take 
possession of his place. 

‘That evening was like a bright dream to me. What we 
‘said Ú hardly know, but I found myself talking as I never 
one to any one before, She had travelled much and 
clever Aae and possessed those receptive 

bled her to remember and understand what 
heard and seen. She was frank without being fast 

and clever without that constant striving after 
mart” things, with which so many clever women 
the wit of what they do say by making us 


my ease at once by the perfect 
anner, I am not a ladies’ man and, 
od to avoid women. Never having 
T ess to understand them, 


WORLDS. 17 


Miss Challoner remarked, with a little laugh; “That surely 
is the gentleman who was with you in the church the other 
day, the gentleman who was trying to sketch me, 


it was not for something comic. 


L hope 
suppose t” 


He too, is an artist, I 
I replied he was, and as I looked after him, a 


jealous pang shot through meas I thought that he too would 
come to know her, he too might grow to love her, Alas! if 
so, what chance had L beside him? He was so handsome, so 
much admired by all the ladies, and he was always falling 
in love with some one, and as often falling out of love again, 
but then with Miss Challoner it was surely impossible that 
if he once loved her he could change. 


She was so wonderful 
in my eyes, that like all who are in love, I believed that every 


one must love her also, and it was with dread that £ thought 
of Jack meeting her, 


All my new found happiness vanished, 
There was dancing after supper, and though we danced to- 


gether three times and Miss Challoner was as charming as 
before, Jack had found her ont and got her to dance with 
him, and as I watched her whirling round in the waltz with 
him I felt as ifshe must already be lost to me, and my even- 
ing, from being a blissful dream, became a nightmare, and 1 
took the first opportunity to slip away home, 

Next morning at breakfast, or rather the déjeuner a la 
fourchette, for we did not come down till eleven o'clock, Jack 
was full of the charms of that pretty Miss Challoner, and 
caused me sgonies of indignation and jealousy by announc- 
ing that she was ‘such a devilish pretty girl and such good 
company that he felt inclined to go in for her in earnest.” 

This elegant fashion of expressing his admiration for my 
divinity was more than I could bear, so I said rather shortly, 


“ Hadn't you better wait till you see if she is inclined to 
go in for you? 


you imagine.” 


“Not admire me?” said he placidly, 
all right. 


She may not admire you quite so much as 


“Oh, that will be 
A girl does not show how much she likes a fellow 


till he makes up to her a bit, and almost any girl will think 
twice before she says “ No” to u good-looking fellow who does 
her the honour of asking her to marry him, unless indeed 
she happens to be au heiress, and then they often give them- 
selves airs, no doubt, but Miss Challiner has not got much 
if she has anything. She has a brother in India, L was told, 
for I was asking about her last night, so no doubt she may 
think an offer from a man who has good connections and 
good prospects worth thinking about. Besides,” he added, 
with an air of confidence, “I mean to make her madly in 


love with me, and I have not usually been unsuccessful when 
Lapplied my mind to the subject. 
most uncommonly 


By Jove! she is really 
style. 


fascinating, and in quite a fresh 
What charming pictures I could paint of her.” 


“Well!” I retorted to this speech, “If confidence in 
yourself is any proof of merit you should succeed, but I 
much question if you will find Miss Challiner quite so easy 
to win as you imagine,” 

Jack stopped eating to regard me with a curious air for 
a moment, and then said, “What's the matter, old boyt 
You are quite grumpy this morning, seem only to want to 
sit upon me and damp my young enthusiasm instead of en- 
couraging me as you should, By the way, you disappeared 
quite early last night, and now you look as dismal as an 
undertaker. Did the supper disagree with you, or what?” 

I muttered something about cold suppers and parties 
being things I did not like and then tried to turn the con- 
versation, not a dificult thing to do, since Jack seldom 
thought very long on one subject, and presently we went 
out to continue our explorations of the town, Not for 
worlds would I have Jack guess the real reason I felt so dis- 
agreeable, and as Miss Challoner’s name was not mentioned 
again during our walkwe came home quite harmonious. 

(To be continued. ) 


—_—»~—_—_ 


LOVE AND LIFE, LUST AND HATRED. 


As the poet Milton stated : 

Lust by hatred hard abideth ; 

For in whirlpools of passion 

Driving madly ever downwards, 

Into bottomless abysses, 

Ha mortals, ever quenching 
the life they are sustained by, 

With the love that life conferreth, 
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Tue following carnest appeal, by Mr. Swindlchurst, for funds 
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come a moment too soon. We have arrived at a critical 
period in the development of our movement, when we need 
to stand shoulder to shoulder and sustain each other. There 
are times of serious trouble not far ahead. The result of the 
outspoken public avowal by Mr. Stead of bis mediumship, 
and the discussion which will ensue, will arouse hostility on 
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t agitation to spread a Geel ar of our facta. 
nal is crippled for lack of the 
it usefal efforts tas been made, but 
upon a few, and it is quite time that 
be invited to co-operate and more extended 


out. 
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elected by the tives of the societies 
members, and thus every confidence can 
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: oM 
STEAD A MEDIUM, 
THE DAWNING MORNING. 


MR. 


“In the year 1900 Spiritualism will be the religion of tho civilised 
world,” said Dr. J. M. Peebles, twenty years ago. 


Tue discussion of what is called “The New Spiritualism ” is 
being continued in The Morning (the name of The Morning 
Post was printed in error last week), and one way and 
another Spiritualism is very much to the fore just now, 
Rey. Dr. Jobn Pulsford, being interviewed, gave it as hiy 
opinion that people “ought to be in a condition not ouly to 
receive the divine afflatus, but the ministry of angels.” “If 
a congregation is led by a really inspired man, there is then 
a communion between God and man.” 

What I would convey is that ordinary persons are not in a condi. 
tion to come into communication with an elevated species of spirit, and 
if they will force the door open they will only be brought into contact 
with a low order of spirits If, on the other hand, you could imagine s 
number of persons who were “ unselfed”’ and reilly breathing in the 
Divine spirit, you would havea very different order of angels communi. 
eating with them. Relatives of mine in America lately said as to what 
happened in edances at which they were present, that although a low 

ier of spirits did often descend upon them and make communications 
of a lees important description, yet that for all the world, they would 
not have mised being present, aa some of the communications were ug- 
tmistakably from departed spirite with whom they had been acquainted, 

Mr. Stead thus avows that he was the medium through 
whose hand the messages were written which have been in- 
corporated into his Christmas story :— 

Tt was my hand that wrote them, and I am willing to assure you 
in the most solemn and serious manner that I had no idea in the world 
what my hand was going to write when it began. 

Having been assured by a medium that a spirit lady 
desired to write through his hand, he tried twice; obtain- 
ing no results he refused to try again, but was eventually 

ed upon to devote nine minutes to the experiment of 
sitting a third time. He did so, and— 

To my immense surprise my hand slowly, and with great difficulty, 
wrote out an almost illegible message, to which was appended the 
name of the person who alleged she wished to comuunicate with 
me, 

He affirms he had no conscious part in the results. 

I was extremely surprised, because on previous occasions my hand 
a shown ne inclination piren to meee a on ae occasion it 

move, wrote very ill y and very slowly a distinct message, 
ving once broken the ice I went on and found, an I suppose every one 
sle has found who has been williog to experiment, that the writing 
varies indefinitely, sometimes being very clear, and sometimes almost 
indecipherable. 


E 


He has obtained writings in all manner of places, but not 
always when he desired it, nor always from the same in 
telligence. He doca not believe what is written until it it 
be correct. The facts related in his story, From 
World to the New, are thus explained by Mr. Stead: — 


had’ lost 
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That there is no cscaping from the conclusion that the disem- 
bodied spirit of my friend docs write with my hand, speculations here put forward is in conflict with the real teaching of 


Then you are a Spiritualist, Mr. Stead !—Only in the sensein | Jesus Christ. And let me further add, for the comfort of the weak- 


which every person who accepts the Bible is a Spiritualist. I am | kneed and sincervly alarmed, that nothing which the Almighty has 
simply an investigator; I um perfectly open to conviction, but I nm 


permitted to be true in the worl of physical phenomena can possibly be 
also ready to recognise facts, and I hope I am at least free from that | unlawful to know, or be oppored to religion, or at variance with any 
superstition spit gaa which is resliy much pore ass er crass | other kind of truth, physical or spiritual, sacred or profane. 
than the old kiod of superstition against which it makes war, If you r BT RS IR A 
pep hopin SERINE ha cottiagts worth ab ahish have aan We have given so many interesting extracts that we 
jo wy own experience, to my own knowledge, without the intervention must reserve comments until a future occasion. 
of any third party, without any “huggor-mugger” working, and | Mr. W. H. Edwards has an able letter dealing with 
without auything which could serve as a cover for fraud or deception, | Messrs. Maskelyne and Cumberland. He says :— 
I am perfectly willing to give up the only theory which seems to me weet oa ees à 
to sccount for tho facte. [And so say we.—Ep, 7. W.) I have ou two As a rule Spiritualists before becoming convinced are as sceptical 
occasions sat with different clairvoyante, neither of whom knew any- as Mr, Cumberland could wish, but the facts are too many for them, 
thing about mmy friend, aud asked her to write by my hand. They each and they simply act as intelligent men and women in accepting the 
Anoba tienen minta dail. iwiote ont thiir stabementa and theory in the absence of anything better. Spiritualiim hns nn- 
fent thom t0 thoss who knew hor better than I did andl found that doubtediy existed in all ages and countries The great difficulty really 
EE SANE TERIN y scearcte On ene O aN ppa N thought lies with the clergy, since the teaching of the spirite is vastly diferent 
they had made mistakes, but on referring to those who knew her from that of the Church, Mr. Maskelyne is under a great delusion it he 
better than I did Tabarani that 1 was wrong and they were right thinks Spiritualism is dying out, The difference is people do not go 
oy = about proclaiming their views, because to do so is to run the risk of 
He contends that the facts are inexplicable except on | being socially ostracised. It is really not worth while to incur all the 
one doctrine— | odium the admission of being a Spiritualist brings in its train, What 
A ; with the devoutly religious on the one hand, and the hard-headed 
Viz, that our bodisa are not any essential part of ourselves, but | materialist on the other, the Spiritualist hus a fine time of it, and is 
that the spirit is the real man, who is clothed with fleah for a certain cordially detested by both. 
period, during which it lives and moves upon the surface of the earth ; 


but it no more ceanca to exist when the body ia laid upon one side, True, Mr. Edwards, but those who laugh last laugh 
than you cease to live when you put off your overcoat, 


g Le longest, and we shall shortly be able to laugh us the parsons 
EFYORK MANY MONTHS ane OVEN J think it will be admilted by | vainly try to fit these facts into their ‘ungainly creeds, 
every candid mind that the persistence of the individual after death, and cerca ` k i ; : ; ; 
tha'podeibility of commuatcaling with that individual, “bp esate sett | Spiritual facts are the wedge which will split dogmatic 


on a scientific basis as any other fact in nature. That, you theology into fragments, and make room for natural Spiri- 
may think is a bold assertion. Itis notan assertion. It iaa prophecy, 


tual religion which is to usher in the brotherhood of man 
based upon facts which are within my own knowledge, and of which I | and the federation of the world. 
speak with as much confidence as I do of anything which has ever 
come within my own persons! observation. 


Mr. Frederic Harrison, the Positivist, bas been inter- Neer Mess ) : 
viewed, and tho result shows how ignorant, bigoted, rude, I believe it to have in it no seed of life. And for one simple, 
and supercilious a man can be, Mr. Maskelyne shows that but all-sufficient, reasou. It is not thorough, It is a com- 
ia igs Oonceltad and aa ignorant of the real facts as over, | Promise between tradition and reason, between superstition 
Stuart Cumberland boasts as usual, but Mrs. Davies gives and truth. It is bold, but not all-daring. ‘ 
the lie direct to one of his empty assertions. lines of safety which it draws ubout itself is the sure promise 

Mra Davies, the clairvoyant, we knew some seventeen or of its destruction. —R, A, Anmarnone, in Light on the Way. 
eighteen years ago, and we are glad to find that she has lost | |. Ax Istenestixa Lerten.—Mr. W. H. Gnaxt, of 
none of her old powers. She declares that Spiritualism is Foleshill, near Coventry, writes from Paterson, N.J. (U.S.A) : 
making enormous strides, and adds :— “I came here on business, September 3rd, and had a most 


t r } ras i ir. L booked vis 
ier eg Ete esr’ apoios T aim happy to my Tiai will unfortunate voyage. Cholera was in the air, I booked via 


ruined io neither tind nor body, and publicly sy, * Good old devil, go Montreal, Canada, instead of New York, but found to my 
on and prosper ; and if you can make others as happy as you make me, | SOrrow, that instead of avoiding it I had just walked into 
you will have done more than the God of some of 


your traducers has | trouble, Infantile cholera broke out among the steerage 
done.” passengers before we were well out to sea. We buried six 

Rev. Haweis thinks the word “supernatural” can be | over the vessel's side before we reached Quebec and sailed 
abolished, 


into the quarantine ground, with another one dying, and a 
Repeated experience has at last placed one conclusion beyond bad case of typhoid fever abroad. We all had to disembark 


æ Vin, that it is unsafe to denounce what it may be difficult | and spend ten days upon a large island in the Government 
g ewe eed still tnore risky not to examine what we propose to | cholera sheds, Spiritualism stood me in good stead all 


‘ehh they ena take vl ce ot Wat ites te SLAA through. The knowledge of its glorious truths enabled me 
hat by sacertalning the conditions under which c derep irira may | tO accept everything calmly and without fear, and by its 
be and 


the gently Bepi tho ea, Fe ge a human | aid I was oo to comfort many of the despairing ones. 
faculty may be nogu; a Lew mures wiedge and power— | | spent many long and happy hours expounding the 
Lica tal saiel of spiritul attainment —opened up which, tay philosophy and teachings of Spiritualism, and bad many 
ale of life ss we are aboye the cave men of the past or the burb- | earnest listeners, including a parson, a doctor, and a pro- 
m feasor of mathematics, all of whom will remember me for my 
‘a re some iences “strange ideas,” as they termed my teachings. Neverthe- 
Se eames acting exe less I enjoyed their friendship and feel sure the seed fell 

upon good ground, Before | finish I must tell you of a 
strange proof of a spirit prophecy. Some time ago in 
y Erie at tpr Ai yoegan A prena Glasgow, at a private sitting, David Anderson, under control, 
sight ye aema a te piaia | said I should have to take a journey to the States. He 

i brother, locked away in his trank st | also indicated a time which I thought highly improbable. 
Unex; y and without any notice, urgeat business 
recognisable, | compelled the trip, thus fulfilling as nearly as possible the 
‘without dogmatism or | control's remarks, One more instance, For some months 
wntil we have secured the | before leaving England, I had clairvoyantly seen, in circles 
spn a a a where I sat, a picture of a large ship (I was on it) passing 
hala pr yee round the bend of a very narrow river, so narrow that it 

with occultism. one could jump on to the banks. I had forgotten 
old | all about it until within about vine miles of Montreal, when 
all at once-the river narrowed, and just round a bend I saw 
ing | the very spot I had seen so many times at the circle, The 
rer was #0 narrow only ove vessel could pass at one time. 


eyes have seen. 


Nothing contained in either the facts or the 


———— MM 


To MY THINKING, this New Theology is without a future. 


And in the very 


I may be able to report a 
nm Modi to sie the six 
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EVIDENCE ESSENTIAL TO CONVICTION: A FEW 
QUESTIONS TO CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS. 


By Jas, Ripino. 


How is it that you who profess to believe that spirits exist 
apart from the body assert that there is no evidence of spirit 
existence (except iu a book), and that they who believe that 
there is present-day evidence of spirit existence are infidels, 
blockheads, or frauds? Say what must they be who believe 
that there is no evidence for their belief? Assertions in a 
book give no evidence, except that it is a book of assertion. 
If spirits exist, why should not they prove the fact to us? 
The book of ussertion declares that they can (if only by its 
records that they have done so), and we say they do and are 
doing so daily, You cry “mere assertion!” and thereby | 
detract from the worth of your book, But we explain how 
and under what conditions spirits can manifest, spirits can 
be seen, and even conversed with. Why will you not test 
it? Is it not because of “blind bigotry?” Or, if you have 
tested and found that communion can be held, will you not 
confess it, because the departed declare that there is no 
heaven for any one because of faith in a creed or a book? 
Do you reject the facts because the spirits declare that all 
mankind must reap the full fruits of their sowing; that we 
must make heaven or have no heaven; that there is no hell 
but that which we create: that we shall be punished for 
what we do wrong? Do you exolaim, ‘‘ They are evil spirits 
who say so?” But can you prove your assertion? How 
can they be evil when they teach what is good? And we 
identify them as our loved and sincere friends. We know 
them too well to be mistaken. We know they are honest. 

“What?” you say. “It is all illusion.” 

There you are wrong. Were Jesus, Peter, Paul, John, 
and other apostles Ilusionised, then? 

But, what is the value of your faith that rests on asser- 
tion without any evidence? How can you know and prove 
that Bible statements are true? Why, are not you incon- 
sistent? Why don’t you discard al? spirit manifestations, 
ancient as well as modern, and honestly profess Agnosticism ? 
It must be absurd to rely on assertion, and ignore the facts 
which alone can confirm, as true, the opinions which you 
entertain concerning spirit existence. It is worse than 
absurd to assert without proof, or say that you know when 
you know that you'do not. While you contend that there 
is no evidence of spirit-existence you must produce doubters, 
too many of whom dishonestly profess belief in ‘a doctrine 
without evidence.” By antagonising Spiritualism you must 
be supporting Materialism. Facts are essential to honest 
conviction, We cannot be certain without evidence. We 


have a right to reject all assertions unconfirmed by facts. | 


When a believer in een Pres there is not the 
least evidence to support what he says, will those with sane 
minds credit his assertions} Impostors and tyrants assert 


without proving, and imbeciles credit without question ; but | 


minds of some stamina demand evidence. 

_ We must soon go to the spiritual world, or else cease to 

be. "Tis knowledge we want, and Spiritualism supplies that 
sa a duty and how to discharge it, that 


m—the 


HE SAW HIS DEAD BODY, 


Dr. Wivtse, of the St. Louis Medical Journal, had a remark. 

able experience, as follows: “ He appeared to come to the 

moment of death in the last stage of typhus fever, but was 

still in complete possession of his faculties, and discussed 

with his family the arguments in favour of immortality, 

His voice failed, his strength weakend, and, as a last effort, 

he stiffened his loys, and lay for four hours as dead, the 

church bell being rung for his death. A needle was thrust 

into various portions of his body from the feet to the hips 

without haying any effect. He was pulseless for a long 

time, and for nearly half an hour he appeared as absolutely 

dead. Dr. Wiltse, describing his own experience, says that 
he woke up out of unconsciousness into a state of conscious 
existence, and discovered that the soul was in the body, but 
not of it. He says; With all the interest of a physician, I 
beheld the wonders of my bodily anatomy, intimately inter- 
woven with which, even tissue for tissue, was I, the living 
soul of that dead body, I learned that the epidermis was 
the outside boundary of the ultimate tissues, so to speak, of 
the soul. I realized my,condition, and reasoned calmly thus; 
‘I have died, as men term death, and yet I am as much a 
man as ever, I am about to get out of the body.’ I 
watched the interesting process of the separation of soul and 
body.” Dr. Wiltse says that when he came to consciousness 
he was lying in bed. He soon recovered and related to those 
about him his wonderful experience. ‘The doctor attending 
bim said that the breath was extinct, so far as could be 
observed, and every symptom of death was present. “I 
supposed at one time,” says the physician, “that he was 
actually dead, as fully as I ever supposed any one to be 
dead.” —Religio-Philosophical Journal, 


ee 
CAN IT BE TRUE? 


Can it bo true that the deil is dead, 
The deil that frichted the bairns 
In times langsyne, wi' the clankin’ chime 
O' his chain alang the airus ; 
The airns that picket the auld kirkyard, 
Where sleeps the sinner and saint, 
Til! Gabriel’s horn, on the judgment morn, 
Awakens their life's complaint ? 
Can it be true that the fiery hell 
That burnt wi’ micht and main, 
In constant lowe and sulphurous blue, 
Has spent its flickering flame, 
And settled down to ashes black, 
In simmering conscious hiss 
O' ruined life, in a warld o' strife, 
That creates the foul abyss? 
Can it be true that the ancient book 
That teaches a God o' wrath, 
And a saviour slain for sins no his ain, 
5 no the literal truth, 
But fables a faith wi’ terror o' death 
By primitive, ignorant man, 
Wha mistook for flaws the evolving laws 
O' God's progressive plan t 
Can it be true that the angel wings 
And crown o" burnished gold 
We used to hear would be ours to wear 
In the shepherd's chosen fold, 
Are symbols o' to the bale warld’s race 
That strives God's love to win, 
Salvation free for you and me 
And the nameless bairn o' sin? 
Can it be true that the human soul, 
The innermost spark o' life, 


Is a glint frao tho limite n oo of light, 
The living fir arta denir 
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VOICES FROM THE PEOPLE. 


The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents. Short 
letters will have the preference. Personalities must be avoided.) 


A DRAFT OF A TRUST DEED WANTED. 


Dear Sin,—I am requested by the committee of our society to 
write to you for information about the following: We have a few 
pounds in a building fund in connection with our society, but some of 
our members will not do anything until there is a deed of trust drawn 
up. Can you inform us how beat to have a deed drawn up—whether 
we can do it ourselves or shall we have to engage a lawyer} A. W. 


[In reference to the above, we think the desire of the members for | 


a trust deed is a right and proper one. Perhaps some of our readers 
can advise you, The framing of the deed should certainly be performed 
by a lawyer. We think you ought to provide that five trustees are 
appointed; that they hold the property on behalf of the cause of 
Spiritualism: that in the case of death, removal, or incapacity of any 
of their members, the trustees must call a general meeting of the society 
within three months for the purpose of electing a successor. | 


ANOTHER MINISTER MOVING. 


Dean Sm,—Being a constant reader of your valuable paper, the 
paragraph re “Dr. Parker, Mr. Stead, and Spiritualism” was rather a 
surprise to mo, and I daresay to many others; but a greater one is, 
that another minister—the Rev, Howell Jones, of Wood Green, Lon- 
don, N,—is following exactly in Dr. Parker's footsteps with regard to 
Spiritualism. He isa Wesleyan, who also considers himself a fit recep- 
taclo for God's direct communications, which I consider a piece of 
impertinence. This follow-my-leader business seems to be all the 
“go.” It appears strange to hear people acknowledge the grand truths 
in this half-hearted sort of manner. I only wish there was a society of 
Spiritualists in Wood Green, 1 am obliged to go to one or other of the 
churches or chapels because there are no meetings near here, A. 8, 


AN APPEAL. 


Sir,—Will you please allow us, through the columns of The Two 
Worlds, to make an appeal to the Spiritualists of this country on behalf 
of our society in Barrow-in-Furness? For many years we have been 
paying a large rent for the rooms we occupy, and we have come to the 
couclusion that we will build a hall of our own, large enough to meet 
the demands for our Lyceum, Band of Hope, and Adult Society ; and 
for the last five or six months our lady friends have been busy making 
preparation for a Bazaar and Sale of Work, which we intend holding 
about the first week in March, for the purpose of raising money to 
assist us in carrying out our object, Friends throughout the country 


know that Barrow is very isolated, and has to depend entirely upon its | 


own efforts, we therefore feel that it is nob out of place to ask the 
Spiritualist friends: if they will kindly help us in this great enterprise. 
The smallest donation will be gratefully received, and any article will be 


gladly accepted for our bazaar, and will be duly acknowledged through | 


the Spiritual press.—Please note the address, Mrs, Hewitson, 2, Crellin 
Street, Barrow-in-Furness, 


A CHEERY LETTER. 


Dean Bro. Warts, — Having just closed perusal of the current 
issue of Zhe wo Worlds I feelinclined to shout ‘ Bravo!" “Encore |" 
but lest Tehould disturb sleeping neighbours content myself by thus 
expressing gratification with your efforts to produce a bright, sparkling, 
and incisive paper, You seem to get thoroughly at home with review- 
ing opponents and others, by your clear out criticisms, the faculty 
seoming to me to advance to meet the increasing need of the times for 
such championship. My soul seems filled as T read the splendid march 
of our dear Bro, Robertson's experiences, This is a work worthy of 
one of our most experienced, studious, and earnest workers. May his 
useful life be long spared to us, and his fine memory, erudition, and 
keen judgment enable him to pile on the thinking world such labours 
of love, fraught as they are with convincing rhetoric and history. 
Thanks, many thanks to worthy Bro. Robertson. I am glad to learn of 
your improved health and also of Bro. Swindlehurst’s convalescence. 
With best wishes for your prosperity in the work to which you so well 
apply your energies,—I am, in the cause of God and man, fraternally 


yours Jons ©. Macponaup, 
10, Shakespeare Crescent, Patricroft. 


[Woe contemplate issuing the valuable papers by Mr. Robertson 
an tor when they are finished.) 3 


FLORENCE MARRYAT'S REPLY TO DR. PARKER, 
a oy i sre resentative of The Morning, Florence Marryat 
ay 


and forcibly. We gladly reproduce the 


disseminated and so 
ment, and that not 
i 


our belief is so firm. I know of numbers of men who belicve in 
Spiritualism, who never believed in the Church nor the Bible until 
the spirits taught them to doso. . . Spiritualism is a revival thatia but 
in iteinfanoy, .. . It has been permitted in this age of scoffing and un- 
belief and scepticiem in order to foree men to think and inquire for 
themselves whether there is another life or not. I admire the 
courage of Mr. Stead, and I believe it will result, as every honest 
endeavour does, in great good to himself. It is of very littie conse- 
quence what one or two individuala think of the matter. It haa cdme 
for the mass. It is what the mass wants—direct revelation of the 
existence of those whom they thought they had lost. God is love, 
and man cannot live without love, and to convince him that his 
love has not been wasted, but that those who evolved it are living 
and waiting for him on the other side is to urge him on to find 
the best means by which he shall join them there.” 
—— 

Binna Vor. V. of The Two Worlds.—As on former occasions, we 
arè prepared to undertake to bind the papers for our readers at 2/- per 
volume, provided a sufficient number are sent in, We have already 
received several volumes, and shall be glad to be favoured with many 
more, 6o that we can, by making up u large parcel, avail ourselves of the 
cheap rate, They are well bound in cloth, gold lettered on the back, 
sprinkled edges, and, when bound, constitute a splendid epitome of the 
year's work, and make a cheap book. Please send your papers at once, 

To ConnesronpENTs.—A. Knibb, Alice C. Royston, Thos. Powers, 
W. Woods: Will use ns soon as possible.—A, White (Birmingham) : 
It would be unwise to publish, It should be sent to some local friend 
to investigate and prove the truth or falsity of the statements, We 
are supplied with enough poems for a month or two.—Correspondents 
who desire to have their MSS, returned, should enclose a postage 
stamp.— Wm, Noble; Your letter was destroyed after the answer was 
written ; we did not see any stamp for return, 

Now, IT SHOULD BE PRAPKCTLY understood that Spiritualism is a 
branch of study dealing with the Unseen, and is neither identical with 

Re-incarnation, vegetarianism, anti-vivikectionism, anti-vaccinationism, 
the assertion of “woman's rights,” nor the eating of “wholemeal” bread. 
A man may believe in the action of independent and unseen intelli- 
gences, and study the modes of action of these intelligences, and yet 
have views about other matters more or less in accord with the reat of 
the world. There should be no reason given for the enemy to blas- 
pheme, and come to regard, as is very often the case, the word 
“Spiritualist aa synonymous with the word “ crank." — Light. 

[Quite true, but at the same time in so far as the various reforma 
referred to aim to improve man's physical and moral conditions and 
benefit posterity, they must necessarily have an influence upon the 
after-life of man, and thus come within the scope of influence which 
Spiritualism must exert for human good—at least, we think so,] 

To Heaven BY Rors.—The Althorp murderer has taken, in his 
last days, to prayer, He still denies his crime, and, like the exemplary 
Peace, forgives all his enemies. Mr, Peace, it will be remembered, 
while awaiting the advent of the hangman, beguiled the hours by come 
posing prayers, and writing most edifying epistles to all and sundry. 
In one of his last letters he urged his brother “not to lose his temper,” 
and expressed the hope that his friends and acquaintances might 
“meet him in Heaven.” Macrae is evidently built on the same moral 

| lines, Every day between now and doom a marked improvement will 
be noticed in his speech and behaviour, and when the fatal noose is 
thrown round his neck he will leave this wicked world with as much 
assurance as Peace that he is about to enter Paradise. It would seem, 
indeed, from the bearing of condemned murderers, that the most 
certain. method of reaching Heaven is to cut a few throats, get 
sentenced to the gallows, and spend the time between conviction aud 
hanging in pious meditation and prayer,— Morning Leader, 

Pamanrtarorio Funn ron Meprums, &e.—At the earnest instiga- 
tion of some sincere Spiritualists, the Federation have agreed to open 
their Hall, 359, Edgware Road, W., for the purpose of considering 
thoroughly the necessity and practicability of organising a fund to 


| help mediume and aged Spiritualists when in distress, It is desired by 


the undermentioned that the matter should be fully investigated, and 
to that end will be glad to receive the writfen views of Spiritualists and 
workers, so that they can be classified ready for laying before the 
moeting, They would like the communications from those willing to 
make suggestions for or against the project to be sent in as soou aa 
possible, It has to be also decided whether this fund should be 
organised in connection or apart from the London Spiritualist Federa- 
tion. AJl interested, address any of the following of the literary 
committee :—Mr. A. F. Tindall, 359, Edgware Road; Mr. E. L. Ward, 
ojo Federation, 359, Edgware Road ; or Percy Smyth, 123, Lancaster 
Road, Notting Hill, W. 

Wasatt.—Jan, 3, a free tea to poor children was given in the 
Gentrall Hall, by Miss Bennett, the elder members of the Lyceum, 
and friends who worked hard in collecting money to provide this 
treat, All were well repaid on the eventful day by seeing the bright 
faces of the children, and hearing their shouta of joy as they partook 
of the things provided. Everything went off splendidly. 
Instead of 100 our efforts were so successful that we fed 400, Among 
those who took part in an interesting entertainment were the Misses 
Tibbitts, Venablos, Flint, Master J. Venables and Ted Selby, Mr. 
J, Venables, chairman, spoke encouragingly to the children, and 
invited any who did not T to a Sunday school to come to our 

coum. Our President, Mr, Aldridge, also spoke to them nicely, 


ni t 
AA Bennett, £1 Da. Od.; Miss 
Miss M. | 
r tob, 
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PLATFORM RECORD. 


[Reports must be as brief as possible and delivered at this office by the 
FIRST post on Tuesday to secure insertion. Correrspondents are 
responsible for the statements they make, nov the Editor.) 


Asnton,—Mr. J. Sutcliffe spoke very well on “The Risiog Truth," 
and “Is Spiritualism essential?’ Psychometry very good. —H. M. 
Atrenciivrs —Jan. 4: A grand evening. Mr. C. Shaw's guides 
treated a subject from the audience in a masterly manner, “If Catholics 
pray for souls in purgatory, are they not akin to Spiritualism ?' Psycho- 
phrenology well appreciated.—J. G., cor, sec, 
Barnotpswick.—We have had a very lively time for four nights. 
“Rev. Showman” has been here, I thiok he will, with his assistant 
(the Rey. E. R. Lewis), have given us a lift in the right direction, as the 
more intelligent people were disgusted with his audacity and bare-faced 
erroneous statements on Sunday. Mr. Lomax, of Darwen, gave great 
satisfaction, nob even receiving a single dissent from the audiences. 
Afternoon subject, “And I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh: your 
old men shall dream dreams; your young men shall see visions,” ete, 
In the evening he gave an account of his encouater with the Rev. T. 
Ashcroft at Darwen, showing how the Showman fled when he went to 
take up his challeage for £1,000, and how he followed him to his own 
chapel at Bedford Leigh, and how he tried to shirk him there, and how 
he caught him after all his mancouvres to escape, but could not induce 
him to put his £1,000 into the hands of the Mayor of Darwen. He also 
alluded to the four nights’ debate between Mr. Wallis and the Rey. 
Showman. The lecture gave every satisfaction, responses being made 
very frequently from the audience. Mr. Jas, Lomax challenged Rev. 
E. R Lewis, Biptist minister, of Barnoldswick, for a debate on the 
Spiritualism of the Bible. He would defray his own expenses, and the 
fees taken at the door should be given to the suffering operatives who 
are now out of work, or he would allow the proceeds to be devoted to 
the relief of the Rev, E R. Lewis. Every one thought this was fairness to 
an extreme, and complimented Mr, Lomex.—Mra Hutchinson. [Please 
write on one side of paper only.) 

Barrow-mn-Furxess—Jan. 1: Nineteenth annual festival. 
Morning: Mr. Proctor, our stationed medium, gave an address on 
“Spirits do return, and why!" At 6-30: A Service of Song, “ An 
Angel in Disguise,” was rendered. Mr. Hosking, organist. Mr. 
McCloy conducted. Miss Peck, reader. This service reflected great 
credit upon reader, si and player, The audience showed their 
pleasure and approval of the service. Jan 2: About eighty adults sat 
down to tea. Mr, Cox presided at the concert, consisting of songs, 
duets, trios, and recitations, and selections by the Victoria String Band, 
accompanist, Miss Hosking. Amusing recreation followed. Jan, 3: 
About 120 children aud adults sat down to tea. A miscellaneous concert 
followed, Chairman, Mr. A Hopson, president of the Band of Hope ; 
Mr, McOloy, conductor ; accompanist, Miss Hosking. Great praise is 
due to those who provided and waited at the teas, and all the per- 
formers at the concert. Mr. Proctor proposed the usual vote of thanks 
to the ladies, who got up the tea, and to those who entertained us. He 

“Perhaps there is no one else in the movement of Spiritualism 
who has had the pleasure of proposing the vote of thanks nineteen New 
Year festivals in succession, but this year affords the greater pleasure 
than on any previous occasion.’"—J. Holden, sec., 26, Shakeapere St. 

Bricaros.—Mr. W. O, Mason's controla gave a grand address on 
“The Hope of Man.” Psychometric readings fully recoguised. Can any 
mediums give us a few dates for their expenses? Please write —Wm. 
eens Stel, Eee L 
Binatsowam. Quozells Street.—Our old friend, Mr. C. Gray, read 
= celebrated sal eae is no cori Mr. W. OĘikes gave 
exce clairvoyance psychometry, and in some cases prophecy. 
Ho is most successful in this phase of mediumship, = 
- Bracxseryx. Freckleton Street.—Mr. Swindlehurst answered ques- 
tions in a manner that would re es E t, and at 
night gave a splendid discourse on “The Christ of O OXY versus 
the Christ umanity.” Showing that many orthodox Christians 
are of orthodox tea 


ie 
beginning to see the fallacy of orthodox L and some of them 

are anxious to rescue Spiritualism from what they call adventurers on 

account of ite teachings of the Christ of humanity.—J. Taylor. 

. Newmarket Mr. G. W. W t delivered 


vmarkst Street West. 
address on “ Spiritual Gifts,” and 


questionson 
were forcibly 
chometry, 


1 | blessing?” and “Do 8 
| they do ncoopt and rejeo 


Burntry. Guy Street,—Mrs. Russell spoke on ‘Strength in 
Unionism,” and “The New Year, which gave satisfaction. Good 
audiences, Olairvoyance, 

Bourantey, 102 Padiham Road.—Mr, Davis's gave good discourses 
on “Over There,” and “Lead Thou me on.” Much appreciated, 
Psychometry avd clairvoyance very good. 

Burniey, Robinson Street—Mr. John Moorey gave a short 
address explanatory of the usea of psychometry and clairvoyance, 
clearly showing the influence which this knowledge would oxerciso on 
our daily life. Evening: “ Man's Mission in Earth Life,” an iuter. 
esting and instructive ‘discourse, Paychometrical and clairvoyant 
delineations were given, In several instances the incidente were 
described so minutely and accurately as to be really remarkable. We 
look forward to Mr, Moorey’s next visit with interest,—W-. Harrison, 

Darwsy. Chureh Bank Street, —Mr, Peter Lee gave a very 
interesting address on “The Consolations of Spiritualism.” Good 
clairvoyance by Miss J. Bailey ; nine descriptions were all recoguised, 
Membera’ half-yearly meeting, A very satisfactory balance-sheet was 
read by the secretary, and all passed off in an agreeable manner, 

GATESHBAD-ON-'l'YNR. 79, Taylor Terrace.—A good lecture on 
* Astronomy,” from Mr. Thos. R, Penman’s guide, who promised to giva 
a lecture showing the haudiwork of God in our planet.—G. O. 

Heywoop.—Mrs. Warrick gave a good lecture and a few clairvoyant 
descriptions. Miss Whiteley gave a few good tests, 

Hontrnawoop.—Tueaday: Public circle. Mrs, Brooks gave sixteen | 
clairvoyant descriptions, thirteen recognised. Sunday, Mr. Long spike | 
on “What is Christianity?” and “The Immortality of the Soul,” | 
Both given with Mr, Long's usual ability, Successful psychometry, | 

Lxicester, Liberal Club, Town Hall Square.—A circle was formed Í 
in the absence of the speakers and we conversed re experiences till Mr. 
Ashby arrived. His guides spoke on “ What is death ?"™ The address | 
was much appreciated. Good clairvoyance followed. We were sorry 
for Mr. Ashby's loss of his daughter, aged 12. She passed away on 
Dec, 28, after a lengthy illness, full of faith, She knew where she was | 
going, as she saw her spirit grandfather waiting to receive her. Mrs. 
Ashby has been very ill too, and Mr. Ashby did not know which would 
go first, and we regret to say she is no better. The friends gave their 
heartfelt sympathy to Mr. and Mrs, Ashby. 

Lonpor. 311, Camberwell New Road, S.E.—Tuesday last our New 
Year's Soirée supper was a thorough success. Good meeting on Sunday 
morning, and in the evening Mr. W. E. Long gave an able address on 
“The signs of the times.” Half-yearly general meeting, the following 
officers were elected: Treasurer, Mrs, Ryder; secretary, Miss Mann; 
asst. sec., Mrs. Perry ; piano fund secretary, Mrs, Long; “ Help myseli ” 
secretary, Miss Sherwood ; librarian, Mr. Partner ; Lyceum conductor, 
Mr. Coleman. Committee: Messrs, Long, Coote, Warden, Jerry, 
Beaton, Miss Perry, and Miss Westcott.—W. G. Coote. 

Lonpon. Federation Hall, 359, Edgware Road, W.—Mr. Percy 
Smyth, in the absence of Thos, Shorter, Esq., gave a good address upon 
“ A scientific view ofa future life," and was much appreciated.—A.F.T, 

Loxpow. Marylebone. High Street.—In the absence of Dr. 
Young, Mr. W. Cooper gave a reading. 

LONDON. Peckham. Winchester Hall, 33, High Street.—Evening : 
Mr. Veitch gave an address on “ Hell, new and old,” The Spiritualistic 
ideas which he so ably set forth were certainly more acceptable than 
the old ideas. Sunday next, morning 11-30, Mr, Edwards on “ Works 
of Thomas Paine.” Evening, Inspirational address.—J, T. Audy. 

Loxpox, Shepherd's Bush, 14, Orchard Road.—Mr. Mason 
delivered a deeply impressive discourse upon “The Rise and Progress 
of Spiritualism,” urging all to make known our glorious truths. Mra, 

Mason gave descriptions of spirit friends, all recognised. 

Mancuesten. Tipping Street.—Mr, Johnson referred to the open 
letter to Mr. Stead by Dr. Parker, and also dealt in his usual clear 
style with correspondence since published in that paper, notably the 
letters from Mr, Maskelyne and Mr, Harrison, which he criticised very 
severely. In the evening the controls answered seven questions from 
the audience.—R. D, L. 

Mancuester, Moss Side, Palmerston Street.—Officers elected for 
the next half year, viz., president, Mr. W. T., Braham ; vice-president, 
Mr. Austin; financial secretary, Mr, G., E, Braham ; treasurer, Mr, 
Leigh ; auditors, Mr. Longstaffand Mr. Dabbs ; bookstall keeper, Mrs. 
Leigh ; doorkeeper, Mr. Barrington. Conductor of Lyceum, Mr. 

lanson ; treasurer, Mr. Leigh ; secretary of Lyceum, Mr. J. B. Long- 
staff The best thanka of the meeting were given to those friends who 
20 pauls. gavo money, food, flowers, fruit, &c., for our Christmas 
tea party —J. B. L, A 

Mascuester. Oollyhurst Road.—Mr. E. G. Birch gave excellent 
addresses on “Our homes and their contents,” and “ Angel Voices,” 
Clairvoyance, mostly th ete He also named a baby very becomingly 
Harold Ogden giving it the spirit name of “Light.” A fortnight ago 
he named the baby o our secretary, Harry Penlington Taylor, its spirit 
name being “ Onward."—J. T. 

__Nuwsow. Bradley Fold—We were glad to see Mr. Hepworth 
again, after haying somewhat recovered from his recent illness, His 

excellent discourses on “Is Spiritualism a bano or a 
Ma raa n Bible?" showing what 


reason why, Many strangers present 
H. Lashbrooke gave a very eloquent 
ITOE “tine andl 
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NONTHAMPTON.—Annual meeting for reading balance sheet and 
election of officers, Very pleased to report 


good progress in general 
and Luilding fund, We have in hand £13 17s. 1d. for carrying on our 
Sunday services, and the building fund has reached £21 16s, A hearty 


vote of thanka waa passed to our London, Leicester, and Wisbech 
friends for their kind help during the past year. Also to our local 
medium, Mra. Walker, and the officers for their services. Should be 
pleased to hear from platform speakers within sixty or seventy miles, 
who have any vacant dates and would give their services, we paying 
railway expenses and accommodation,—A. Ward, sec., 6, Cowper Street. 


Normantox.—Afternoon: Mra, Griffin's guides discoursed on 
“ Spiritualism and its teachings,” and “Spirit power.” Good addresses. 
Mra. Griffin is a very gentle medium and will draw strangers into the 
fold. Psychometry very good, Jan. 15: 2-30 and 6, Mra, W. 
Stansfield, 
Norrinanam. Masonic Hall.—Dec, 25: Mr. Hepworth as usual 
gave capital addresses, Jan, 1: Mr. Wallis opened the new year well 
with splendid addresses, listened to with great attention and manifest 
leasure. Jan. 8: Mr. Wyldes gave good addresses and phenomena, 
which were recognised, certainly of no ordinary kind.—J. F. H. 
Nortincnam. Morley Hall.The new year opened with a good 
address through Mrs. Barnes, on “ A New Heaven and a New Earth.” 
Jan. 2: Annual party ; everything went off smoothly and happily. 
The evening was spent in the usual manner, and very successfully. 
Mrs. Bestwick had a stall filled with useful articles, and Miss Ashworth 
and a friend provided a Christmas tree and a bran tub, and other 
friends nssiated, The profits enable us to begin the new year free from 
debt, and with a very small fund in band. The annual church 


meeting for election of officera was deferred till Sunday evening next, 
1th inst. All friends should be present. 


“Nebuchaduezzar's Dream ” 
formed the subject of a good addres. —J. W. B. 


Orpaan, Bartlam Place.—Sunday, Mrs. Lamb addressed fuir 
audiences, Thursday's circle, conducted by Mrs. Rennie, with her 
remarkable clairvoyance and psychometry, which caused quite a spirit 


of inquiry among ber usual good audience. One poor woman hurried 
out, saying the devil was after her, 


Long may Mrs. Rennie be with 
us to demonstrate the facts of spirit return, 

OxupHaM, Spiritual Temple.—Suoday afternoon was in every 
sense pleasant, Miss Clara Browne, of Dukinfield, sang two solos and, 
though suffering from a bad cold, gave good satisfaction. Mr. Pugh 
also sang twice very efficiently, Mr. Pallett gave three solos on the 
auto-harp, a wonderful instrument. Mr. J. Emmott, the president of 
the society, made a few well chosen remarks, The prize scheme has 
now commenced ; a good number have joined, but we hope more to 
follow. The P. S. A, committee are quite sanguine of still greater 
success, Jan, 22: Misa Louisa Standring will sing two solos, aud Mr, 
J. Grime will give two solos on the fairy bells. Violin solo, &« Mr. 
W. Jobnson, speaker,—W, Meekin. 

OrgnsHaw. Granville Hall—Would be glad to see more of the 
members and friends attend morning meetings. Evening, about 60 
present. A public circle was held. I was pleased to see that my invita- 
tions had been responded to by many old friends and shall be glad to 
see more. Mrs. Howard offered a grand invocation. There were many 
more mediums present, Mr. Moxton, Miss Morris, Mrs. and Miss 
Walker, Miss Barton, Mr. and Mrs, Boardman, and Mrs. Harrop, 
Misses Morris aud Miss Howard have kindly consented to assist in the 
lyceum.—Thomas H. Lewis. 

Penptrton,—Mr, Walter Buckley spoke on “The Teachings of the 
Church in the light of science,” and “Spiritualism an incentive to 
morality,” Both eloquent discourses, and listened to with rapt atten- 
tion. Humanity will not long be content with postponing felicity till 
the future life, only vra complete reversal of the industrial and com- 
mi “systems, W 


jí 1 : ill the emancipation of mankind be attained ? 
Psychometry.—J. Mowlding, 36, Wellington Street, off Whit Lane. 


RAWTENSTALL —Japv. 2: Annual tea and entertainment. A large 
number of friends seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves. ‘The enter- 
tainment was considered the best we have yet had. Mr. Palmer 
“presided, and presented the naoneg prizes to the Lyceumists for 
regular attendance, A stall was erected in the room, and a ey of 
the goods left from the Easter sale of work were disposed 


of, Jan. 8: 
Mr. Kay gave good addresses, “Happiness” being treated in an 
podaly ‘able minner, chomè n G. 
Rocupare, Penn 8! 
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Misa M. E. Thwaite, of Royton, all recognised, This is the sixth Sun- 
day in succession we have relieved the distress in the district. This 
week we propose giving loaves of bread, and shall continue to do so 
during the lock-out, The committee will be very thankful to all 
friends who feel dispoaed to help the above cause, 


è Donations will be 
thankfully received by Mr. Isauc Eller, 121, Rochdale Road, Royton, 
near Oldham,—J, O, 


SHEFFIRLD.—The local mediuma, Messrs. Shaw, Loman, and Mason 
have been the speakers for the last few Sundays. Fair discourses and 
good attendances. Jan. 8: Mr. S. Featherstone being ill, failed us 
General meeting of members, election of officers and committee. Mr, 
H. Ball, chairman. Resignation of Mr. Blinkhorn, treasurer, Mr. Long, 
secretary, and Mra. Blinkhorn. Re-elected, Mr. Tankard, president ; 
Mesars. Shaw, Matheson, and Hides, Mesdames Entwistle and Ridgley. 
Mr. Gill was elected treasurer, and Measra, Judson and Shaw, and 
Mrs, Inman, on the committee; Mr. Matheson secretary, Votes of 
thanks to the chairman and committee for their hard work. 


Will 
mediums please note change of secretary, Mr. Matheson, 80, Fitzalan 
Street, Sheffield. 


Soutn SmMELDS. 21, Stevenson Street.—Wodnesday night: Usual 


meeting. Jan. 8, Mrs, Young's guides gave ashort address and success- 
fal clairvoyance. 


After the meeting Mrs. Walker's guides gave 
psychometrical readings, All recognised. 


Sowgrsy Bripcs.—Mre. Green, of Heywood, addressed a good 
audience, The conditions were harmonious, and good clairvoyance 


followed. The circle recomménces on Monday night at 7-45, doors 
closed at 8 o'clock. 


Stockeort,—Mrs. Horrocks gave good discourses, and psycho- 
metrical and clairvoyant readings, the latter recognised. Hali-yearly 
meeting: Financial statement showing a slight adverse balance (au im- 
provement on the last), and was considered satisfactory, A full com- 
mittee elected. Mr, J. Ainsworth, president; secretary, Thos. 
Edwards, 18, Adawood Terrace. 

Tysxe Dook.—Jan. 1: Messrs. Wilkinson, Graham, Grice, and 
Forrester reviewed the past year's work, and spoke with sp proval of 
the advance of Spiritualistic ideas, outside the movement as well as in- 
side, 2: A very successful social, crowded attendance, 8: Mr. W. 
Walker, of North Shields, gave the firet of a series of lectures on 
“Spiritualism, viewed from the Phenomenal Aspect," showing that 
the many manifestations recorded by creditable witnesses cannot be 
fully ac-ounted for on any other ground than the power of the disem- 
bodied to employ psychic force on and through mediums to produce 
them. Here and there personal experiences were related to substantiate 
the points. We hope surrounding societies will secure the services of 
Mr, Walker. He is a very able advocate,—J, G. 


WAKEFIELD. —Mrs. Jarvis's guides gave splendid discourses on 
“God moves in a mysterious way,’ aud “Sow in the morn thy seed,” 


to a good audience. We hope to have the pleasure of hearing her 
again before long.—A. W. 


West VaLe.—Jan. 1: We tried the free and easy, as recommended 
by Mr. Burns. Several friends took part and quite exceeded them- 
selves, There is a general feeling that such meetings, about once a 
month, would do good. They give an opportunity for homely conversa. 
tion on many important questions, and tend to reveal valuable talent, 
which appears to be resting for want of use. 8: Mrs, Midgley (local) 
gave thoughtful addresses. “Ye must be born again" contrasted the 
Spiritualistic and orthodox views. Discussion followed which tended 


to make the control's views more clear. Next Sunday, Mrs, Craven, 
We hope to*have a full house.—A. S. 


Wrasey, Hardy Street.—A good day. Misa Calverley's guides 
gave good addresses, 


“Talents and how to improve them ’’ was well 
treated. Clairvoyance, nearly all recogoised. 


Wissecu.—Mr. D, Ward gave a very interesting discourse on 
“Spiritualism a comforter." Spiritualists being sure that there is life 
beyond the grave, the mother is comforted at the loss of her child, 
knowing that it still lives and is near her. 
delineations —W. H. 


Recrivep Lara Heckmondwike—Mr. Rowling spoke on “A 


summary of the past year,” and “The falsity of the Biblical story of 
Creation.” Thoughtful addresses, especially the latter.—H. R, 


Successful clairvoyant 


THE CHILDREN’S PROGRESSIVE LYOBUM. 


Barter Carr.—Fair attendance; usual programme. Reading on 
“Sympathy” by Miss L. Mortimer. Liberty group discussed on “The 
soul is the monarch of thy frame ; suffer not its subjects to rebel againat 
it!’ Conductor, Mr. Alfred Kitson,—s, A. 

Bracksunn, Freckleton St.—Dec, 18: Mr. W. Dean, of Hammerton 
Street, Burnley, conducted marching aud calisthenics in au admirable 
manner; present 120 scholars, 9 officers; a grand lesson. Dec. 25; Mr. 
M. Brindle, conductor, led marching and calisthenics, Deo. 26: At the 
annual tea party about 200 scholars and 100 parents and friends enjoyed 
an excellent repast An entertainment was provided by Mr, Greenwood, 

r. Hastings and friends ; songs, recitations, comic sketch, and “ black 
and white minstrels" caused much amusement, The excellent enter- 
tainment was well appreciated. Mr. M. Brindle, chairman, assisted by 
a good staff of workers —G. E. Harwood. 

Hrywoop. Moss Ficlkl.—Good attendance; four visitors, We 
were pleased to hear Mr, Mason, of Burnley, also Mr. Lightley, of Bury, 
who both gave us great encouragement to go on with our Lyceum work, 
Mr. Mason, having been in the Lyceum work for years, went through 


his usual way of calisthenics in a most satisfactory manner.—H. W, 


 Mancurstan Collyhurst.—Average attendance. Recitations by 


jan of groups, Mr. E. Ashworth; door-keeper, Arthur Hayes, 
italo, Mes 
treet 5 sea 


ce Hall, Tippiog Street.—Jan. 7: Lyceum 
About 70 sab down to a ham tea, provided by our 


Games, conducted by the 
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officers, wore thoroughly enjoyed, Messrs, J, Brown and R. D, Lister | good dance music; and, by way of variation to those who do not join; 
decorated the Christmas tree with toys, which caused endless fon, A | the dance, an impromptu programmo of song and recitation betes | 
small present, in the form of a music satchel, was mado to our late | some of the dances has been arranged. 
musical conductor, Miss Fearnley, as an acknowledgment for her valu- Lonpow. Stratford.-—Mr. James Burns will give his celebrat | 
able services, by Mr. J. Jones, conductor. The officers thank friends for | Lantern Lecture, at Workman's Hall, West Ham Lane, Stratford, p f 
their assistance in making the evening a snocess. Lyceum opens next | on Saturday, Jan, 21, at 7-30 p.m. Reserved seats, 14; unreserved, ô 
Sunday, 10 a.m, and 2-30 pm—T, Jones, sec. which may be obtained from the following committee: Mr, and Mp 
MANCHESTER. Moss Side. — Oficera elected: Conductor, Mr. J. | Spruce, 28, Trinity Street, Barking Road, E.; Mr. Atkinson, 26, Edwar 
Tanson; assistant conductor, Miss Valentine; guardian of groups, Mr. | Street, Barking Road, E. ; Mr. Deason, 83, Chobham Road, Stratfor 
H, Barrington; musical director, Mr. G. E. Braham; assistant musical | Mr, and Mrs, Rainbow, 1, Winifred Road, Manor Park, E. ; and froy 
director, Miss Lily Valentine; librarian, Mr. Walton; captain of guards, | Mr. James Burns, 15, Southampton Row, W.C., who will kindly gip, 
Leicester Morgan; guards, Frank Hall and Harry Waters; leaders, | his services free. Any profit on the lecture will be given to the Spiritu 
Misses Lucy MoCollan, Bertha Weightman, and Dora Siren: treasurer, | Institution Fund. —J. Rainbow, Hon. Sec. 
Mr, Leigh ; secretary, Mr. J. B. Longstaff. Six prizes have been offered Loxpox, 311, Camberwell New Road,—Anniversary service, 
for the largest number of recitations and attendances during 1893. | Jan. 29, at 11-30, 3-0,and 7-0, Many prominent speakers and medium 
Recitations by Misses MoCellan, Valentine, and Furness, and Leicester | will take part, Collection in aid of piano fund, Old members àn 
M Mr, Innson conducted.—J, B. L. friends welcome. Tea and social festival, Tuesday, Slat, at 7 p.m 
ortama. Morley Hall—The half-year's work finished by | Tickets 6d. 
distribution of prizes and gifts of books to the members, The first Lonpon, Federation Hall, 359, Edgware Road.—Speakers : 1; 
for attendance were won by Syd, Jackson, Gertie Jackson, and | Mrs. Stanley; 22, Mr. J. A. Butcher; 27, Philanthropic meeting ; & 
Mr. F. Dever-Summers,—A.F.T., 359, Edgware Road, W. | 


Jackson ; second prizes, John Flint and Sam Lawman (equal), i | 
Frances Brearley and E. Bestwick ; third prizes, Agnes Burrell and T, Maccursristy.—Joan, 16, at 6-30, Service of Song, “ An Angel ù | 
A. Brearley, Officers elected: Conductor, Mr, Ashworth; deputy | Disguise," by Mrs. Wallis f 
conductor, Mr, Burrell ; guardian, Mr, Woodhouse; secretary and MACOLESFIELD,—Jan. 15, Mr. J. ©. Macdonald; 22, Mra & | 
treasurer, Edith Nicholson ; leaders, Messrs, Burrell, Galpin, Shipley, | Hardinge Britten ; 29, Mr, W. Johnson. | 
Woodhouse, and Miss Alice Ashworth ; is, Messrs, Jackson and Manopsstsr. Collyhurst.—Lyceum concert, Jan. 18, at 3 pm 
Woodhouse. A happy new year to our old members in America. Glees, songs, recitations, dialogues, and instrumental music will b | 

Orgysiaw. ‘Granville Hall, George Street,—At 2-80: Usual | rendered by members. Admission 3d.—A. H. | 
) Mancuester. 12, Grosvenor Square, Lower Broughton.—0r | 


i Very pleased to see our old Lyceumists are taking au 

interest in our movement, and hope to see more.— W. O. Fridays, at 8 p.m., class for spiritual students, “Man n Spiritual 
ther Rimmer (2), Esther and Annie | Being.” Conductor, Mr. E. W. Wallis, 

Winder (2), and John Crompton, A discussion on “ How to Improve | Morter. Cross Church Street.—Saturday, Jan. 14, I intend t | 

= Olvera elected : Conductor, Mr. Crompton ; assistant, | give a public tea and cutertainment, Adults, 9d. ; children under 12 | 

6d, and 4d. All friends welcome.—Mrs, Daggett, 90, High Street. 


e Lyceum, 
Miss P. a tg sec, B. C. Wallis; assistant, Miss E. Featherstone ; 
treasurer, Mr. Brooks iels, Gri Mr. J. METCALF, of lla, Arthington Street, Bradford, has a few 
Brooks, and Messrs. Toole, Rimmer, and E. W. Wallis; musical | open dates up to June, | 
NaWCASTLR-ON-Trxe.—Tan. 15 and 16; Mr, Victor Wyldes. Usual | 


directors, Miss Grimes and Mesara J. Broom and Bromley ; auditors, 
Messrs. Broom and Bromley.—R C. W. times Short addresses and psychometrical delineations. 22: Mr. 
’ Rocupats. Regent Hall—Miss E K. Moores conducted the new | Neeles. 29 and 30: Mrs. E Gregg.—R. E. 
calisthenics very efficiently. Sea Group (females), Mr. A. Warick, NorrmncHam. Masonic Hall.—1l5, Mr. J. Armitage; 22, Mr. 
leader, discussed " Love.” To the males, Mr. F. Barker read a short | Green; 29, Mr. J. J. Morse. 
emay on “ Selfishness a necessity.” Interesting discussion, Mr. Opmar. Bartlam Place.—Jan. 22, at 2-30, Lyceum open session ; 
Butterworth presided.—F. B. 6: Mra Wallis's Service of Song, “ An Angel in Disguise,” with organ | 
_Srooxrort.—Attendance satisfactory, Proceedings hardly so, An | and string band accompaniment.—J. M. B. 
ente è for the fund is contemplated.—T. E Starrawarre —Saturday, Jan. i4, an entertainment in the Labour 
Hall, at 7 p.m., when a drama, “Somebody Else,” will be given. Song, | 


PROSPECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS. Shree de Admission, $d, 6d, and $d, All are invited —John 
= $ RF. : awe 3 cor. sec. i 
E ere abit rw t is anxious to join a private circle — Sanam, Lantern lecture; 22, Mr. Wightman ; 29, Mr. 
—_s" NA ” É a ae Q 
f A Sxssrrvs Tast Menem is open to Sil heat ite sittings to inves- | = Tue Psrcuro Caurce.—Services of the above church are held 
tigators Sade ig Ea Ww. Feo 'orlda' office. | regularly every Sunday evening at the ‘small hall Albert. Hall), Virgil 
W, Wallen ; Street Board Schoolk—Jan. 22: Mr, E. Sa Casas Street, ee Eile Ls Saar a 
eco fl Mette) ee 18: Ye we tates | aeea 
dates ‘communicate will f ivi ; 
f Sheppard, Jubilee Street, Blackburn, #8 | PASSING EVENTS AND COMMENTS. | 
_ _BaappordD. Spicer Street, Little Horton. —Monday, Jan. 16, at : 
‘7-45, Mr. Hargreaves on "Social Reforma” Mrs, Hargreaves, eons a Roae aes oS Tetlow 
oyance, = oo! OR ke | Te next aday, 17, a etry 
_Hamsomrton Street —15, Mr. J B Totlow ; 29, Mr. | with experiments, at Corbeidge's Gul) Lover Street, Poculll, u 
i Swindleburst. a S 


F 


| usual style—għost N 
i Mni i in Lennox, only daughter of Mr, and Mra 
nox, th ‘Spiritualists, of Cromford, Derbyshire, was married 
our A ee mien aa aaa ; 


7 


